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We all enjoy the company of our much-loved pets that bring so much joy to our lives.

But for some people, one animal is just not enough.

BY DAVID MAIDA

Paden says animal hoarding is a horrible crime with

pathological roots. Many hoarders originally begin collecting

stray animals in an effort to help them.

'The cat lady down the street is not just eccentric but

quite possibly ill and causing more animals to suffer than she

is sparing from suffering.'
But when the number of animals reaches the dozens or

hundreds then things are likely to become out of control.

'It doesn't take a rocket scientist to figure out that anyone

that has dozens or hundreds of animals is challenged, to say

the least, to provide properly for all of them every single day.

The minute that one of them is deprived veterinary care,

adequate food or water or shelter, then you're
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Indeed, a house can feel much more like a home with a

couple of furry friends around you. But people who have so

many animals in their care that they can no longer look after

all of them properly are deemed to be animal hoarders.

Defined as someone who accumulates large numbers of

animals and then fails to provide them with proper food,

water, sanitation or veterinary care, hoarders are of particular

concern to animal rights groups.

People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) regards

hoarders, once referred to as collectors, to be criminal animal

abusers. Dan Paden is a researcher at PETA's Domestic Animal

and Wildlife Rescue & Information Department in

Norfolk, Virginia in the United States.

'They are criminals whose behaviour
is rooted in mental illness. But we don't

usually ask American prosecutors to put

them in prison because they enter the

American jails and they're going to be

denied the psychiatric care that many

of them need,' he says.
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